
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sustainable Housing in Rural Alaska 

www.cchrc.org      

Promoting and advancing the development 
of healthy, durable, and sustainable shelter 
for Alaskans and other Circumpolar people. 

 Robbin Garber-Slaght, Research Engineer 
Cold Climate Housing Research Center 
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Unsustainable Shelter 
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“We used to build our homes underground where it was warm and lay our dead to rest up 
in the air. We were told that was uncivilized, and now we have to build our houses on 
stilts up in the wind and bury our dead in the ground. We’ve been cold ever since. “ 

-Grant Kasharuk, Newtok 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sustainable Shelter 
Anaktuvuk Pass prototype 

Cold Climate Housing Research Center                                    www.cchrc.org      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sustainable Shelter 
Anaktuvuk Pass prototype 

Cold Climate Housing Research Center                                    www.cchrc.org      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unsustainable Shelter 
 

Cold Climate Housing Research Center                                    www.cchrc.org      

“Alaska Native children have some of the highest rates of respiratory illness ever 
documented.“ 

-Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
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Buckland prototype 
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“We’ve structured our grid so that for the next two generations, our children will be forced 
to locate their homes based entirely on where they can s*#t. I think as humans, we are 
capable of more than that.” 

-Canadian resident, Pond Inlet 
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“We need to build for the young people. Our people moved from site to 
site until the state told us to live here for the school for our children. So 
now, we need to build up this site, here where we are, for our children.” 

-Nathan Hadley Sr., Buckland, Alaska 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
355 people, no clean water source, no sewer lagoon or landfill, picture is maybe 5 or 6 years old, the river is now within 5 meters of some homes. They have started pulling homes back from the edge. They can lose up to 25 m of land a year in places
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
About 10 km away, 15 m above sea level, rock, had 5 homes and a work camp on new site last year, and a well, this summer will get 13 homes and power?? Sewer???
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 cm walls, filled with fiberglass, 6 mil poly air sealing, triple pane windows.
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Questions? 
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Robbin Garber-Slaght       robbin@cchrc.org 
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